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Critics warn Teacher 
Protection Act will have 
unintended results 


Annysa Johnson Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


A bill aimed at addressing violent be- 
havior in schools drew opposition 
Thursday from educators and disabil- 
ity-rights advocates who said it would 
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violate student privacy, disproportion- 
ately affect poor and disabled students, 
and widen the school-to-prison pipe- 
line by sending more students into the 
criminal justice system. 

“We're substituting punishment for 
problem-solving,” Mike Julka, an attor- 
ney for the Wisconsin School Adminis- 
trators Alliance, told members of the 
Assembly Judiciary Committee during a 
hearing on the so-called Teacher Pro- 
tection Act. 

“In the end, parents are going to per- 
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ceive teachers as adverse 
to their students,’ he 
said. “And all of this has 
the real potential to be 
disruptive to school cli- 
mate and culture, stu- 
dent success, parental 
relationships and leader- 
ship of the schools.” 

The bill’s author, Rep. Jeremy Thies- 
feldt (R-Fond du Lac), defended the 
measure, saying he was open to amend- 
ments but that something has to be 
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done about the rise in assaults and 
threats against teachers. He blamed 
what he described as the “social justice 
agenda” in some schools, saying it does 
not hold students accountable for their 
negative behavior. 

“It’s an unfortunate reality that nega- 
tive behavior without consequences 
promotes more negative behavior,” 
Thiesfeldt said. “What truly grows the 
school to prison pipeline is the current 
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College major undecided? 


_ Dont panic 


to do about it 


“I don’t regret my 
decisions. Even 
though I switched 


majors several times, 
I planned it out, kept 


talking with my 


adviser and professors 


and learned a lot.” 
Andie Stella 


an Alverno College senior 


Youre not alone, 
and here’s what 
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Andie Stella, 
an Alverno 
College 
senior 
majoring in 
integrative 
studies with 
minors in art 
and creative 
writing, 
works in the 
college’s 
library asa 
student desk 
worker. 


ndie Stella is on a standard four-year 
At to graduate from Alverno College 
in Milwaukee this spring, despite start- 
ing school undecided and switching majors 
three times. 
Her mom initially nudged her toward nurs- 
ing as a safe bet for finding a job, Stella recalled. 
She didn’t like it, so she switched to art ther- 
apy, followed by studio art, and finally integra- 
tive studies. She plans to start graduate school 
next fall to pursue what she has decided is her 
true passion — library sciences and informa- 
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Trump uses 
Slur during 
immigration 
meeting, 
report says 


President suggests U.S. 
needs people from Norway 


Jessica Estepa 
USA TODAY 


During immigration talks in the Oval Of- 
fice Thursday, President Donald Trump re- 
portedly grew frustrated, using a crude de- 
scription of Haiti, El Salvador and African 
countries, according to a report from the 
Washington Post. 

“Why are we having all these people from 
shithole countries come here?” Trump re- 
portedly told lawmakers. 

The president then suggested that the 
U.S. try to increase immigration from coun- 
tries like Norway, whose prime minister he 
met with this week. 

The Post’s report was based on two 
sources who were briefed on the meeting, 
which was attended by Sens. Lindsey Gra- 
ham, R-S.C., Dick Durbin, D-Ill., and Tom 
Cotton, R-Ark., as well as Rep. Bob Goo- 
dlatte, R-Va. 

Lawmakers were surprised by the presi- 
dent’s comments, the Post reported. 
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DESCENT INTO DISORDER 
A JOURNAL SENTINEL 
WATCHDOG UPDATE 


Lincoln Hills 
gets its fourth 
leader in 2 years 


Most of Benzel’s work has 
been with adult corrections 


Patrick Marley milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - The state’s 
troubled teen prison on 
Thursday got its fourth leader 
in just over two years — a 
Wisconsin deputy warden 
with extensive experience in 
adult corrections but not ju- 
venile facilities. 

Gov. Scott Walkers ad- 
ministration announced it was putting Ja- 
son Benzel, the deputy warden of Prairie du 
Chien Correctional Institution, in charge of 
Lincoln Hills School for Boys, which has 
been under a criminal investigation for three 
years. 

Separately, a federal judge last summer 
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